








About the principal author

Michael Woo wrote this proposal as a consultant to Farmlab.
He is a former Member of the Los Angeles City Council (1985
—1993) and a trained urban planner (Master of City Plan-
ning, UC Berkeley, 1975). He serves as a member of the Los
Angeles City Planning Commission as an appointee of Mayor
Villaraigosa. Woo teaches the undergraduate introduction to
urban planning and development at USC’s School of Policy,
Planning, and Development, and also teaches a seminar on
“China’s Urban Sustainability Challenges” at UCLA. He chairs
the board of directors of Sustainable Economic Enterprises
of Los Angeles (SEE-LA), the nonprofit organization which
runs the Hollywood Farmers Market, and is board chairman
of Smart Growth America, the national advocacy organization
for smart growth and sustainable development policies. Woo’s
past experience in economic development and environmental
innovation include heading the Los Angeles office of the Lo-
cal Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC), the nation’s largest
financial intermediary in the affordable housing and community
development field, and heading the L.A. launch of Flexcar, the
car-sharing company.
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